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T
he 285 is the smallest 

model in Boston Whaler’s 

premium Conquest 

range, but with 500hp 

of Mercury Verado 

four-stroke power on 

the transom, it’s still a heck of a lot 

of boat that works as well for day 

cruising and weekending as it does 

for serious blue-water fishing. 

It might be supplied on a 

triple-axle trailer, but the solidly 

built Conquest 285 weighs in at 

more than four tonnes and, with a 

beam of 2.90m, it’s not an everyday 

towing proposition on New Zealand 

roads – although the trailer is useful 

when the boat needs hauling out.

The boat reviewed here is the 

second of this model imported 

into New Zealand by Sports Marine 

and built to order at Brunswick 

Corporation’s Boston Whaler 

manufacturing facility in Florida, 

USA. The boats are spec’d for New 

Zealand, including wiring and 

shore power, fully rigged at the 

factory and shrink-wrapped for 

shipping. Sports Marine unwraps 

the boats and undertakes pre-

delivery (PD) on the engines. 

Mercury power is mandatory 

since Mercury is part of the 

Brunswick group of companies, 

with outboards the only option. 

Twin 225hp Mercury Verado four-

strokes are standard, but this boat 

has been upgraded to twin 250hp.

The first Conquest 285 imported 

by Sports Marine was sold to an 

owner in Fiji, and this second boat 

may head to Fiji as well, though 

Sports Marine’s general manager 

Scott Williamson and Auckland 

sales manager Soren Stewart hope 

to display it at the 2014 Hutchwilco 

New Zealand Boat Show.

Williamson has two more 285s 

on order from the factory.

OffshOrE fishing, 
OvErnighTing and mOrE

No one does this style of boat as 

well as the Americans: they know 

The Americans know all about large, 
fast, offshore-capable powerboats – 
such as the Conquest 285 from Boston 
Whaler. It has all the home comforts for 
overnighting.

The hull is a dry runner and quiet, 
thanks...to Boston Whaler's 

double hull foam construction.“ ”
Scott Williamson of Sports Marine.
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all about large, fast, offshore-capable 

powerboats. Big outboard-powered 

express cruisers like the Conquest 

285 are often used for offshore 

sportfishing, as well as general boating 

and socialising. Unlike some, which 

are configured purely as day boats, 

Boston Whaler’s Conquest range 

has all the facilities for comfortable 

overnighting. 

Accommodation includes vee and 

mid-cabin berths with a comfortable 

helm deck and a spacious cockpit. 

Below decks, the cabin is plush, using 

good quality fabrics, marine vinyls, 

timber veneers and marine fittings. 

Hatches, ports, lights and all the boat’s 

bolt-on bits are from recognised 

marine manufacturers, not 

cheap generic parts, and the 

boat’s overall build quality 

appears excellent.

The cabin layout is conventional 

for a boat of this style. Wide side 

decks squeeze the cabin a little at 

the shoulders, but this is a beamy 

boat and the hull carries the beam 

well forward, so the cabin doesn’t 

lack volume. A vee-berth dinette in 

the front of the cabin has an in-fill to 

convert it to a spacious double berth. 

The all-electric galley on the port side 

has generous stowage and a good-

sized fridge. An HD TV is optional 

and LED lighting is used throughout 

the boat, including cockpit floodlight 

“Unlike some, which are configured purely as day boats, Boston Whaler’s Conquest 
range has all the facilities required for comfortable overnighting.”

The helmstation is well kitted out with 12-inch Raymarine HybridTouch, engine gauges, trim 
tab and windlass controls. The cockpit has a bait preparation/work/rigging area behind the helm 
seat comprising a good-sized sink with combination freshwater tap/cockpit shower, knife racks, a 
12V power outlet and a storage locker underneath. Note the pull-out tackle tray to port.
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and coloured underwater lights. 

Opposite the galley is the enclosed 

heads with Vacuflush toilet and 

holding tank.

Further aft, another double 

berth extends under the cockpit 

sole. It is also a decent size with 

useful gear stowage for guests, 

including a hanging locker. A 

sliding, lockable moulded cavity 

door closes off the cabin from the 

cockpit/hardtop.

Boston Whaler offers three 

hardtop options: a fully enclosed 

hardtop with bi-fold doors; a 

semi-enclosed hardtop, open aft, 

with drop covers to fully enclose 

it for overnighting, as reviewed 

here; and a bimini top with canvas 

and clears. This boat has a cleverly 

engineered wind-out awning that 

extends over the cockpit. 

The switchboard, concealed in 
a cupboard, makes it easy to 
monitor the boat's electrical 
systems. The raised saloon sole 
enables excellent, all-round 
viewing from inside the boat. 
Quality fittings and fabric are 
throughout the interior. In the 
bow, a dinette converts to a 
generous double vee berth.
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The hardtop is fibreglass, 

supported by powder-coated 

aluminium window mullions, frames 

and heavy rear supports. Toughened 

glass windscreens, both panes with 

wipers, and curved, tinted side 

windows with removable clears from 

the tops of the windows to the hardtop 

keep out the weather. An electrically-

operated vent above the windscreens 

forces air into the hardtop at head 

level when the boat’s underway – a 

welcome attribute on a warm day. 

Removing the clears either side would 

further enhance ventilation.

Visibility from the helm is 

excellent. The driver sits up high 

since the sole steps up from the 

cockpit. The swivelling, ladder-

backed helm seat is deeply padded. 

It’s adjustable for height as well as 

distance from the helm and has a 

fold-up bolster for lumbar support 

when standing up to drive. The 

285 Conquest’s moulded fibreglass 

helm console is a clean, modern 

design with moulded footrests and 

space for the 12-inch Raymarine 

HybridTouch. Engine gauges, trim 

tab controls, windlass controls and 

the many switches required on a boat 

of this complexity are logically placed 

around the console. The helm seat 

base houses the main switchboard 

behind a moulded hatch cover.

The vessel’s Raymarine VHF radio 

is beside the helm seat, with moulded 

trays and a deep cup holder, which 

complements two more to the right of 

the large stainless steel wheel, while 

an iPod-ready Fusion entertainment 

unit with controls takes care of the 

sounds; there are speakers in the 

cabin, hardtop and cockpit.

A highly practical, three-position 

passenger seat design opposite the 

helm provides two rear-facing seats 

– great for watching the action in 

the cockpit; one rear-facing and one 

forward-facing seat or, by adding an 

in-fill, a full-length recliner.

Occupants of the rear-facing seat 

Bow rails continue all the way to the cockpit for safe movement fore and aft. There are plenty of options for rod storage on the sidedecks and in the cockpit, although there is no rocket launcher. The 
cockpit fittings are heavy duty and designed so that they don't present obstacles to fishing lines; even the generous gunwale seats fold away under the coamings when it’s time to fish. The gunwales are padded 
all the way round. Under the sole, three generous lockers feature deep drains to prevent water ingress from the self-draining cockpit. Note the electrically operated vent above the helm, right, and roll-out awning.

Unibond construction

Boston Whaler makes much of 
the fact its boats are unsinkable, 
claiming you can cut one of their 

boats in half and drive away in the half 
with the engine attached. Unibond 
construction – bonding the moulded 
fibreglass hull to the moulded deck 
using closed cell foam – supposedly 
makes the boats unsinkable and offers 
stability, level flotation and a quiet ride. 
The integral foam also insulates fish 
boxes and lockers.

This construction method produces 
safe, strong fibreglass boats, but it 
is more expensive than conventional 
fibreglass building.
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are kept secure and comfortable by a 

pull-out footrest above a set of tackle 

drawers in the moulded seat base.

spOrTfishEr’s COCkpiT
The 285’s cockpit is a great example of 

why these boats are so popular with 

serious anglers in North America. It is 

packed with features but uncluttered. 

None of the bits are gimmicky or 

unlikely to stand the test of time. All 

cockpit fittings are heavy-duty; the 

decks have few protuberances to 

catch fishing lines – or fingers or toes 

when moving about in a seaway – and 

the comfortable gunwale seats fold 

away under the coamings when it’s 

time to fish. They’re supported on well 

engineered, stainless steel brackets.

The cockpit has a bait preparation/

rigging area behind the helm seat 

comprising a good-sized sink with 

freshwater tap/cockpit shower, knife 

racks, a 12V power outlet and a storage 

locker underneath.

The gunwales are padded all the 

way round and there’s no outboard 

well to intrude into the cockpit. 

Under the floor, three large lockers 

feature deep drains that should 

prevent any water ingress from the 

self-draining cockpit. The long, deep 

insulated side lockers are for wet 

stowage or holding the catch; they 

can be pumped full of water or filled 

with slurry. The aft underfloor locker 

houses the three Group 31 batteries 

and optional inverter or genset. The 

757-litre fuel tank is in the middle of 

the cockpit sole.

The transom features a cylindrical 

plumbed, lit and aerated live bait 

tank on the port side with the 

transom door opposite on the 

starboard side of the outboard pod, 

which is integrated into the portafino 

transom with swim platforms either 

side. The pullout boarding/dive 

ladder is on the same side as the 

door. There’s a saltwater wash down 

The aft underfloor locker houses the three Group 31 batteries and optional inverter or genset. 

• High output 500 watts +
  • Extremely quiet operation
     • Unparalleled low wind performance
           • Corrosion resistant
                 • Vibration free

Locations:
• 5G Miro Place, Albany, Auckland
• Gulf Harbour Marina, Whangaparaoa, Auckland
           www.enertecmarinesystems.com
email: info@enertec.net.nz
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 • Most automated, low maintenance, easy-to-use watermaker ever
 • Consumes less than 1/3 the power of conventional systems
 • As fitted to 95% of the Volvo fleet
 • Manual operation mode if required
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• Gulf Harbour Marina, Whangaparaoa, Auckland
           www.enertecmarinesystems.com
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and through-gunwale hawse holes 

with integrated cup holders to service 

cleats low down in the cockpit.

Integrated rod racks under the 

coamings accept fishing rods or poles, 

four through-coaming rod holders are 

set up for trolling and there is ample 

dedicated rod stowage on the aft sides 

of the hardtop support, also useful 

when clearing gear after a game fish 

is hooked. Across the transom there 

is room to stow three rods, but there 

is no rocket launcher or cockpit side 

shelves – familiar features for most 

Kiwi-built boats. The stainless tie-

down rails either side of the cockpit 

just above floor level are unusual, 

but they should be great for securing 

loose items while underway. There are 

plenty of handholds around the boat.

The Boston Whaler 285 Conquest 

has excellent access to the foredeck 

with wide side decks, plenty of 

handholds and a bow rail all the way 

back to the cockpit. There’s enough 

clear deck to fish from the bow and 

the Conquest has substantial ground 

tackle, in keeping with the boat’s 

likely role in New Zealand.

pOWEr TO sparE
While 500hp may seem excessive for 

what is a trailer boat in some markets, 

the Boston Whaler 285 Conquest is a 

heavy boat with a serious bluewater 

hull that needs plenty of power to 

perform at its full potential.

The hull is particularly good at 

taming gnarly head seas and boasts 

wide chines that knock down spray 

and provide great stability at rest and 

underway. The 285 with its 757-litre 

fuel tank located amidships, a triple 

bank of batteries and twin 250hp 

Mercury Verado outboards rises 

onto the plane evenly, providing 

clear sight lines and a wide range 

of efficient speeds for different sea 

conditions.

The Whaler feels rock solid and 

sure-footed. Williamson really threw 

the big monohull around for the 

photos, but it goes exactly where 

it’s pointed, without cavitating 

and without an alarming degree of 

heel. The G-forces generated were 

considerable in the turns, but there 

is plenty to hold onto and the high 

gunwales inspire confidence.

We had a fair bit of wind with an 

accompanying chop, so the Bennett 

trim tabs got some use with the wind 

on the beam. The hull is a dry runner 

and quiet, thanks almost certainly to 

Boston Whaler’s double, hull foam 

sandwich construction – see sidebar. 

In the conditions we maintained a 

dry and comfortable cruise of 26-27 

knots at 3800rpm. Top speed is a 

bit over 40 knots with the Verados 

burning around 180 litres per hour 

between them.

The Mercury Verados impress as 

being quiet and smooth. Fuel burn 

figures are reasonable, considering 

they’re pushing a relatively heavy 

boat, and there’s no reason to 

complain about their responsiveness: 

the boat leaps onto the plane when 

you push the DTS; ie, wireless, 

throttle and shift forward. 

COnClusiOn
The Boston Whaler 285 Conquest 

has a price that reflects Boston 

Whaler’s reputation for premium 

quality and durability; it won’t be 

on the list for budget boat buyers. 

However, customers wanting 

something a little different or who 

have specific requirements that 

only American sport fishers/express 

cruisers may find a well-equipped 

and capable Boston Whaler just what 

they're looking for in a boat.

 

➤ loa 8.51m

➤ beam 2.90mm

➤ draft approx 0.5m

➤ weight 4400kg as reviewed

➤ construction solid GRP, unibonded

➤ engine 2 x Mercury Verado 250hp  
 four-stroke outboard

➤ deadrise 20° at transom

➤ fuel 757 litres

➤ water 113.5 litres

➤ cruising speed 25-30 knots 

➤ max speed 40+ knots

➤ price as tested  NZ$$358,700

➤ manufactured by Boston Whaler,  
 Florida, USA web www.bostonwhaler.com

➤ boat supplied by Sports Marine Ltd,  
 Auckland, 09 274 9918 021 732 721  
 www.sportsmarine.co.nz

Boston Whaler
Conquest 285

The cockpit morphs easily between fishing HQ and picnic area. The long, insulated side lockers are for wet stowage or holding the catch; they can be pumped full of water or filled with slurry. The 
middle section of the cockpit sole contains a 757-litre fuel tank. The twin 250 four-stroke Mercury Verado outboards, upgraded from the standard 225hp, power to Conquest 285 to 40+ knots. 
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